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strength of party bitterness. True, it was not he who now was to be the moderator, it was Dartmouth's "healing hand" which was to apply the remedy; for which he thought there was a great preparation and disposition everywhere. But this hope did not last long, and before the Elector arrived in England Harley perceived that there was no possibility of his return to power.1
A fate very different from the formation of Cabinets was to be his during the ensuing years, for in the spring of 1715 there began the famous proceedings against the leaders of the late Tory Ministry. Threats against them occupied a prominent place in the Address in answer to the Speech from the Throne. "It appears," ran that which was moved by Walpole in the Commons referring to the action of the Pretender, "that his hopes were built upon the measures that had been taken for some time past in Great Britain. It shall be our business to trace out those measures whereon he placed his hopes, and to bring the authors of them to condign punishment."2 Boling-broke, to escape from the impeachment which was
1 In a letter to his brother, Auditor Harley, from the Tower, of I3th February 1717 (Brampton MSS.), Harley says that on the Queen's death he gave assurances to the King and his Ministers of " my fixed resolution to retire, and I did put the same in practice until my accusation called me out of the country."    The letter to Dartmouth was written at the end of August, and the King arrived on 18th September.
2 Par!. Hist., vii. 4.